FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ARMED FORCES BREWING COMPANY FILES $50 MILLION LAWSUIT ALLEGING
COORDINATED CAMPAIGN TO DESTROY AMERICAN BREWERY

NORFOLK, VIRGINIA — Armed Forces Brewing Company (“AFBC”) has filed a major civil
lawsuit in Norfolk Circuit Court alleging a coordinated campaign of tortious interference,
defamation, intimidation, harassment, and statutory business conspiracy designed to destroy the
company commercially.

The lawsuit alleges that multiple defendants, including local activists, social-media operators,
and affiliated individuals, engaged in a prolonged effort to economically isolate AFBC by
targeting its vendors, customers, charitable partnerships, sponsors, food truck operators,
distributors, investors, employees, event operators, and business relationships through false
statements, organized pressure campaigns, fabricated media narratives, and anonymous online
amplification attacks.

According to the Complaint, the defendants allegedly sought to pressure third parties into
severing relationships with AFBC while simultaneously publishing and amplifying false
accusations concerning the company’s finances, ethics, operations, and leadership.

The lawsuit details allegations including:

* Organized mass complaint campaigns directed at Norfolk officials and AFBC’s permit
applications;

* Interference with multiple charitable partnerships including 2 campaigns;

* Alleged interference with food truck vendors, distributors, restaurants, and longstanding draft
beer accounts;

» False accusations of criminal conduct and “stolen valor” directed at AFBC’s CEO;

* Publication and amplification of fabricated bankruptcy-related content despite AFBC never
having filed bankruptcy;

* Coordinated anonymous and pseudonymous online attacks across Reddit, X, BlueSky,
Facebook, and other platforms;

* Al-generated and manipulated media allegedly designed to damage AFBC’s reputation and
business relationships;

* Unlawful intimidation campaigns targeting AFBC community partners, vendors, and their
public-safety goodwill efforts.

The Complaint further alleges that defendants repeatedly portrayed AFBC as fostering “hate”
and intolerance while simultaneously pressuring businesses and organizations to distance
themselves from the company.

Among the most alarming allegations in the Complaint are social-media posts by the Defendants
referencing Luigi Mangione and “taking out a CEO,” followed by comments suggesting that
AFBC CEO Alan Beal should be “Luigi’d,” which the lawsuit characterizes as intimidation and
targeting of AFBC leadership.



The lawsuit alleges violations of Virginia’s business conspiracy statute, Virginia Code §§ 18.2-
499 and 18.2-500, which permit recovery of treble damages and attorneys’ fees where parties
combine to maliciously injure another in its trade, reputation or business.

AFBC alleges that the campaign caused millions of dollars in damages, including lost revenues,
impaired investor relations, canceled partnerships, suppressed attendance at their brewing
facility, disrupted vendor participation, reputational damage, and the ultimate closure of AFBC’s
Norfolk taproom operations.

“This lawsuit is about coordinated and intentional economic destruction — not free speech,” said
CEO Alan Beal. “The defendants didn’t merely criticize our company, they admittedly conspired
and worked together to pressure our customers, vendors, sponsors, charitable partners, event
operators, and business associates to sever ties with our company. They continuously spread
false and defamatory narratives designed to damage our reputation and destroy our business.”
The Complaint further alleges that the defendants even interfered with AFBC’s efforts to feed
active-duty military families in the Hampton Roads area experiencing food insecurity and
attempted to sabotage the company’s 2024 Toys for Tots partnership with the USMC. “That goes
far beyond political disagreement or online criticism. Who sabotages anyone’s efforts to help our
military families and veterans? Who does that?” Beal said.

The lawsuit seeks $50 million in damages, punitive damages, injunctive relief, attorneys’ fees,
and additional relief under Virginia’s statutory business conspiracy laws.

AFBC states that discovery efforts will seek records relating to anonymous social-media
accounts, coordinated communications, fabricated media publications, and organized pressure
campaigns referenced throughout the complaint.
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